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perspective

Migrants’ life history, whose life-paths were affected by significant political and so-
cial events, is one of the academic research interest in human geography, social
science, and humanities. The aim of this paper is to illustrate how the time geography
could be used as an approach to identify individuals’ behavioural patterns. Data were
collected from a small sample of Slovaks from Vojvodina (n=34) and subsequently
analysed in relation to certain situations in time and space (place). Semi-structured
interviews and time-space records were used in constructing 3D life-paths and life
chart. Using time geography approach we provide a certain amount of information
enabling generation of a broader picture of person’s life to identify social, economic
and behavioural aspects (including motivation to migrate) affected in some cases by
war conflicts in former Yugoslavia, in others by post-war subsequent political, legal,
social and economic changes. The findings of the research show that this kind of ,,the
life-path schemes® helps describe a detailed life situation from one time period to
another, where geographical sites serve as important ,,stations* for Slovaks from Voj-
vodina who decided to spend a longer period in Slovakia or to settle down in a new
homeland.

Key words: migration, time-geography, life-paths, time-space records, Slovaks from
Vojvodina

INTRODUCTION

International migration is currently a characteristic manifestation of globalizing
processes and a significant attribute of global change in an increasing number of
countries. It is considered one of the fundamental civilization challenges of the 21st
century due to its economic, social, population, cultural, political, security, envi-
ronmental and other impacts. The majority of people migrate internationally for
reasons related to work, study and family. In contrast, other people leave their
homes and countries for a range of compelling and sometimes tragic reasons, such
as war conflict, persecution and marginalization (IOM 2019)

The study of historical migration of contemporary Slovaks from the “Lower
Land”, originally coming from Upper Old Hungary, is a relatively frequent topic.
Mostly when examining the diversity of the origin of Slovak settlers, it is ap-
proached from a historical, historical geographic or cultural, especially ethnograp-
hic aspect (e.g. Siracky 1980, Benza et al. 2006, Gurnak 2007, Botik 2011 and
Filadelfi 2012), where factual reference is made to migrations in the 18th and 19th
centuries and their intention to repopulate the Lower Hungary and the present-day
Vojvodina. We follow an interest in this topic mainly among Slovak experts and
then in the circles of Vojvodina experts, mostly from the first half of the 20th cen-
tury. Unfortunately, scientific works with a similar focus, but currently already
oriented towards movements in the opposite direction, when the descendants of the
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Vojvodina Slovaks migrated back to Slovakia, especially since the end of the 20th
century to the present, are only few (e. g. Zlatanovi¢ and Marusiak 2017, Surova
2016 and 2018 and Marusiak and Zlatanovi¢ 2020). For these reasons, we will not
be able to rely on numerous credible academic sources treating this issue, but we
will focus on our own time-space (geographical) research supplemented by the
knowledge from ethnological, sociological and political science research.

Our ambition is to make this new phenomenon visible from the point of view of
time-geography and to examine the biographical records of a selected sample of
Slovaks from Vojvodina. The aim is to illustrate how the time-geographical ap-
proach using spatio-temporal diary data and semi-structured interviews may be
used to illuminate the impact of the changing conditions in Vojvodina, an autono-
mous province in northern Serbia, in the post-1990 period (until 2018) in order to
understand the geographical aspects of the migratory behaviour of Slovaks from
Vojvodina and their motives to spend a longer period in Slovakia or to settle down
in a new homeland. The study also suggests the effects of migration on life paths
trying to articulate their “emotional geographies” in the studied period.

THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

Migration plays a critical part in people’s life-paths, usually being associated
with major life changes (Boyle 2009). For those moving abroad, migration can rep-
resent significant changes including separation from broader family and friends,
loss of the familiar and close environment (including landscape), the stress of the
move itself, and the potential difficulties associated with coming to milieu with a
different cultural and socio-political setting. Although the vast majority of migrants
are motivated by a desire for better economic opportunities and a higher standard
of living for themselves and their families, some are forced to leave due to armed
conflict and other causes. (Divinsky 2007 and Divinsky and Zachar Podolinska et
al. 2018). Over 82 million international migrants lived in Europe in 2019. A little
over half of these (42 million) were born in Europe but were living elsewhere in
the region. This number has increased since 1990. It was much lower, at around 28
million (IOM 2019). For most South-Eastern European countries, emigration rather
than immigration has been the key feature over recent decades. “Through migration
different communities are linked together in more or less formal adaptation of
flows and the implications of these streams may impact on both the migrants and
the places through or to which they move” (Boyle 2009, p. 96). The approaches of
geographers taken to understand population migration are theoretically and empiri-
cally diverse (Drbohlav and Uherek 2007 and Boyle 2009). Remigration (or re-
emigration), which means the act or process of returning or migrating back to the
place of origin (origin of ancestors) is a specific case of migration (Janska and
Drbohlav 2009).

During the late 1960s and 1970s, behavioural geographical thought influenced
the approach to the study of migration by stressing the mechanisms behind the in-
dividual acts of migration and put the individual agent at the heart of the process.
The role of perceptions and the limits of the rational decision making model were
emphasized in these approaches. It was supposed that people do not always take
perfect or rational decisions (Golledge and Stimson 1997). This encouraged more
qualitative approaches to be adopted (e. g. focused attention on the beliefs, aspira-
tions, constraints, etc.).
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Migration is a complex and multifaceted process and thus the concept of migra-
tion is becoming more “fluid” than it was assumed in the past. This paper focuses
on the issue of migration from the perspective of time-geography and so the key
aspect will be the study of life-paths and their important segments. Time-
geography is one way of thinking about a hybrid time-space (Merriman 2012).
Time-geographical approach concerns trajectories in time and space of individuals
and groups (Héagerstrand 1967). “Time-geography rests on the premise that each of
the actions and events consecutively occurring between the birth and death of an
individual has both temporal and spatial attributes, thus the biography of a person
is ever on the move with her and can be conceptualized and diagrammed at daily
and lengthier scales of observation as an unbroken, continuous path through time-
space ...” (Pred 1981, p. 9).

The continuous flow of time cannot be halted. In time-geography, the lifetime
of every human being as an indivisible unit is anchored in the historic time dimen-
sion from the moment of birth until death. The life experiences of two individuals
are logically (naturally) different. The specific differences, among other things,
depend on what happened in society (or specific milieu) during their lives (Ellegérd
2018). The path is a fundamental concept in time-geography. The combination of
the path and individual concepts into individual path reveals that the path illustrates
the time-space movements of an individual. It can be used to visualize the move-
ments of individuals and it works on various scales in time and space. Several au-
thors underline that the path is an abstract illustration of the time-space movements
of an individual (Lenntorp 1999, Ira 2001, Lundén 2003 and Pred 2005), while the
individual represented by the path is something much more complex (Ellegird
1999 and 2018). In one sense the life-path can be read as diagrams of choices made
by individuals, in another sense they depict constraints on the movements of people
(Cresswell 2013). The path can be regarded as a flow of events, experienced by a
human individual as his/her activity sequence. “The path can indicate the individu-
al’s getting in touch with other individuals, staying at a place doing something to-
gether with them, and leaving it afterwards” (Ellegérd 2018, p. 30).

The very idea of life-paths shaped Torsten Hagerstrand’s geographical thoughts.
His first research task was to ‘trace the life from year to year’ of 10,000 people
who inhabited his home parish during 100 years. He succeeded in condensing the
whole life story in one diagram; Hagerstrand subsequently developed the paths and
projects of time-geographic as a ‘scientific observer’, and later Hagerstrand’s per-
spective on the ‘paths and projects’ of time-geography incorporated memories,
feelings, knowledge, imagination and goals as elements of a ‘living land-
scape’ (Daniels and Nash 2004).

The focus of the time-space records is to gain knowledge about opportunities
and constraints at the individual level, which can be used for many purposes
(Ellegard 2019). The time-space record (time-space activity diary) is not only a
significant instrument for a sensible analysis of everyday life but also for life-paths
analysis of individuals (Frandberg 2008). The use of time-space records expanded
after the introduction of Hégerstrand’s time-geography into human geographical
research (Hagerstrand 1970). The development of the geographic information sys-
tems (GIS) and computational capabilities in the last few decades facilitate the
analysis of time—space records (Couclelis 1999).
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STUDY AREA

Vojvodina is an autonomous province in northern part of Serbia (Fig. 1) bor-
dered by Croatia (West), Hungary (North) and Romania (East). It covers an area of
21,614 square km and has a population of 1.932 million (2011). Most of the territo-
ry consists of an extensive plain that is part of the Pannonian Basin. Vojvodina in-
cludes 3 historic regions (Backa, Banat and Srem). Vojvodina is divided into seven
districts that are further subdivided into 45 municipalities (https://
www.sio.vojvodina.gov.rs/index.php/linkovi/linkvi-opstine) and 8 towns or cities.
As far as the ethnicity is concerned, the province is very diverse with more than 25
ethnic groups. Six languages (including Slovak) are in the official use by the pro-
vincial administration. Slovaks living in Vojvodina are the ethnic group, the exist-
ence of which is the result of historical migration with the beginning in the late
eighteenth century. The Ottoman Turks controlled the region from the early 16th to
the late 18th century. With the region’s incorporation into the Austrian Habsburg
empire later in the 18th century, large numbers of Slovaks also migrated to the ar-
ea. Siracky (1980) defines three stages of migration: first stage - colonization of the
Lower Lands (1690 — 1710), second stage — colonization of settlements in Hungary
(1711 — 1740) and the third stage — the colonization of settlements in Vojvodina
(1745 —1790). At the time of the third stage, the southernmost part of Hungary was
settled — Backa, Banat and Srem (Filadelfi 2012). Backi Petrovac (Bac¢sky Petrovec
in Slovak) was the first to be settled in 1745. Until today, it has a strong Slovak
character and is an important cultural centre of Slovaks in Vojvodina. Descendants
of Slovak migrants have lived in the territory of Vojvodina for more than two and a
half centuries. Many have kept the language and faith of their ancestors. They have
maintained Slovak traditions and culture despite external pressures (Surova 2018).
According to the 2011 census (Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 2013),
Slovaks in Serbia constitute 0.7% of country’s population and mainly live in Voj-
vodina (50,321).
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Fig. 1. Schematic map of Vojvodina with important names of localities and regions
mentioned in the text
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Most of them are Protestants, especially members of the Lutheran Church. Most
Slovaks live in Kovacica (10,577) and Backi Petrovac (8,772). Both towns are the
cultural centres of Slovaks in Vojvodina (Fig. 1). Most members of the Slovak
community in Vojvodina speak the Slovak language. They have the right to educa-
tion in their mother tongue.

The modern history of Vojvodina at the end of the 20th and the beginning of the
21st century was marked by war conflicts. The wars in former Yugoslavia from
1991 to 2001 were a series of separate but related ethnic (and in some cases also
religious) conflicts, wars of independence and insurgencies. In 1992 it resulted in
the breakup of the Yugoslav federation. Unresolved tensions resulted in declaration
of new constituent republics. After the breakup of former Yugoslavia, civil war,
and bombing of the country in 1999 by the NATO, many Slovaks migrated from
Vojvodina (Serbia) to Slovakia. Slovakia provided preferential treatment in the
areas of residency, work, education, healthcare system, and citizenship acquisition
to foreign Slovaks (Zakon ¢. 70/1997 Z.z. o zahrani¢nych Slovakoch, Zakon ¢.
474/2005 Z.z. o Slovakoch zijucich v zahrani¢i a o zmene a doplneni niektorych
zakonov). “Some Slovaks from Serbia stayed in Slovakia permanently, some of
them migrated further to other states while some returned back to Serbia. Many of
them acquired either Slovak living abroad certificate or citizenship or both for vari-
ous reasons‘‘(Surova 2016, p. 6).

DATA AND METHODS

In this article, we apply the mixed-methods approach using time-space records
(diaries), semi-structured interviews and simple observations. The union of the
qualitative and quantitative methods and a focus on the specific with different geo-
spatial technologies leads to innovative and exciting ways of understanding and
visualizing the multifaceted relationships between spatial phenomena (Yeager and
Steiger 2013).

Qualitative research is the collection of information about human behaviour and
perception. It is about focusing in depth to find out why and how certain activities
and events occur. In our study the observation was applied as a way of collecting
data through observing. Observation data collection method we understand as a
participatory study. Data collection in the semi-structured or semi-systematic ob-
servation was conducted partially using specific variables (on the time-space be-
haviour and the behaviour in time-space) and according to a pre-defined schedule.
Advantages of observation data collection method included high levels of flexibi-
lity in terms of application and generating a permanent record of phenomena and
direct access to research phenomena (Hai, ed. 2016). In the case of research among
Slovaks from Vojvodina, it was a participatory observation. During this observa-
tion, the observer entered the group (in some cases in Vojvodina, in others in Slo-
vakia, especially in Bratislava) of subjects and became an active member of the
group. It was a more comprehensive examination of the group, the task of which
was to reveal the internal perspective of the participants.

In order to collect survey data, we used the time-geographical approach which
is based on records of activities that have taken place in a certain time and space.
Time-space records (time-space activity diaries) in our survey enabled to collect
information on: (1) the activity content: the time that an activity episode starts and
ends (when), (2) the geographical context, i.e. the spatial location where the activi-
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ty takes place (where), (3) the social context, i.e. the person(s) involved in the
event (with whom), and (4) the use of transportation mode(s) enabling access the
place where the activity occurs (how). There were several additional aspects for
which information was collected (motivations to move and respondent’s feelings
and emotions during activities (Schwanen, 2009). This method recording individu-
als” activities and movement in time and space may facilitate reflections on chang-
es in the patterns of activities and may enable a deeper understanding of relation-
ships in the community (Diaz-Muiloz et al. 1999 and Ellegérd 2019). It illustrates
practices and activities in geographical and social context. The diary method pro-
vides an effective approach to collect data that enable the systematic study of the
life activities of individuals and was applied in several scientific disciplines (e.g.
Schwanen, 2009, Schwanen and Kwan 2012, Ellegard 2019, and Sunnqvist et al.
2020).

The participants filled out the time-space records and then participated in inter-
views to discuss them. We have conducted semi-structured interviews, a method of
inquiry in which we specified and asked our participants a set of questions, but the
order and way we asked the questions may have varied.

The life charts technique was also used in our study. Time geographical life
charts activate autobiographical memories by merely asking about geographical
moves through life. E.g. Sunnqvist et al. (2007 and 2020) explored the use of time
geography life charts in clinical psychiatric practice. The life charts provide an in-
formation on the person’s sociocultural capacity, as well as on stressful or chal-
lenging (difficult to solve) life events. This technique makes it possible to recall
and discuss difficult political, economic and social situations and stressful events in
order to obtain a comprehensive picture of the entire life situation. This method
could give the researcher deeper knowledge than otherwise possible. The time-
geography life chart strengthens the comprehensive picture of the respondent’s life
situation.

Snowball sampling is a method that has been used in social sciences to study
sensitive topics (Cohen and Arieli 2011). Snowball sampling is a nonprobability
sampling technique where existing study subjects recruit future subjects from
among their acquaintances (e.g. Goodman 1961 and Rochovska et al. 2014). The
sample group grows like a rolling snowball. The method applied in our research
involved the selection of sample of Slovaks from Vojvodina utilizing “insider”
knowledge and referral chains among subjects who possess common traits that are
of research interest (Kaplan et al. 1987).

RESULTS

In this article we analyse the activity patterns of a selected group of 34 Slovaks
from Vojvodina, who currently live in Slovakia. Fifteen men and a slightly larger
sample of nineteen women (average age 44.6 years in 2018) were in this group.
From the total number of 34 respondents we selected 4 persons (two females and
two males) with considerably different life destinies and on the example of their
life-paths we analysed in more detail the complexity of their behavioural patterns
through two techniques (3D graphs in Figs. 2 —4 and one life chart in Fig. 5). The
data allowed us a new insight into the their behaviour. It contributes to understand-
ding of activities of people affected by specific political, economic, socio-cultural,
institutional, and geographical factors in a Euclidean space and time.
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Important aspects of the time-space behaviour of all thirty-four interviewees are
presented in Tab. 1. Almost three decades of our analysis were divided into three
periods: pre-war period in Vojvodina (January 1st 1990 — April 6th 1992), war
time (April 7th 1992 — December 14th 1995) and post-war period (December 15th
1995 — April 16th 2018) ending in the time when survey was completed. Among
motivational reasons of Slovaks from Vojvodina for a long-term or permanent resi-
dence in Slovakia we can find in most cases either continuation in a higher educa-
tion (all university degree levels) or finding jobs that give them much better finan-
cial opportunities (working as managers in big corporations, IT specialists, teach-
ing at universities, specialist in various fields such as software engineering in secu-
rity service or computer programming). There were also security concerns influ-
enced by the experience, especially during the toughest military interventions in
1991 — 1995. After 1995, our respondents also travelled to other countries around
the world (Australia, Denmark, Ireland, South Korea, Switzerland, United King-
dom, and USA); mainly for reasons of completing various study stays (Czechia,
Ireland, and United Kingdom), longer visits of the relatives (in Canada, Germany,
and the USA) or job specialization (Qatar, South Korea, and Switzerland). They
mostly returned to Slovakia. Respondents who decided to move to Slovakia in the
post-conflict period after 2000, in most cases stated family reasons (marriage, fam-
ily reunion, after completing university studies they started families and having
children, so they decided to apply for a mortgage and stay) and a desire to continue
higher education under more favourable conditions than in Serbia (university stud-
ies including doctoral education in Slovakia is for free). During their studies many
took advantage of the possibility of a short stay abroad (Denmark, United King-
dom, and the USA).

As an example of visual interpretation of time-space records in 3D graphs we
have selected three respondents of Slovak origin from Stara Pazova (Fig. 2), Backi
Petrovac (Fig. 3), and Janosik (Fig. 4). A selected group of 3 respondents repre-
sented by 1 woman and 2 men presents different types of life-paths influenced by
different family backgrounds, life situations and other factors. Vertical axis in the
graphs represents the temporal dimension (time context), duration of some activity
in certain geographical contexts of one individual (expressed by other two dimen-
sions). Every interruption or diversion meant change of direction of the movement.
Time span used in the construction of 3D graphs was from 1990 until 2018. Evalu-
ating the whole set of respondents, we can say that before the war there were no
important changes in place of living recorded, on the contrary, in the post-war peri-
od, the movements were very frequent and many of them were directed to Slo-
vakia. The life-paths of three selected respondents documented by 3D graphs (Figs.
2 —4) are analysed in more detail in the following paragraphs. In the case of the
fourth respondent from Backi Petrovac (39, F), the 28-year segment of her life-path
is analyzed in more detail through a life chart (Fig. 5).

A woman, 43 years old, from Stara Pazova, was interested in studying in Slo-
vakia (Fig. 2). The war in the former Yugoslavia only hastened the decision.
Thanks to her university studies (in Bratislava), she was able to spend more time in
an au pair programme in Hersholm, Denmark (September 1998 — July 1999). Dur-
ing her studies, she regularly returned home to her birthplace, where she spent
months on vacation and in the autumn travelled back to Bratislava. After graduat-
ing from university in June 2000, she got a job in Bratislava, and since then there
have been no reasons for the decision to return to Vojvodina.
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Tab. 1 Motivations of Slovak respondents from Vojvodina to move to Slovakia

Motivation to move

Age (in 2018),
Gender January 1990 — May 1991 December 15th, 1995
April 1991 — December 14th, 1995 — April 16th, 2018
35,M OTt 0 WO
32,F 0 0 ED, OT, WO, FA
32,M 0 0 ED, OT
59,F 0 0 FA, WO
43,F 0 ED ED, OT, WO
41,M 0 0 ED, OT, WO, FA
60,M-a 0 WO 0
63, F 0 0 WO
39,F 0 0 ED, OT, WO
45, M 0 ED, WO ED, OT, WO
54, M 0 0 SE, WO, OT
41,M 0 0 ED, WO
43,F 0 0 WO, FA
43,F 0 ED, FA ED, WO, FA, OT
43,F ED ED ED, WO
60,M-b 0 0 WO
31,F 0 0 ED, WO
53, M 0 0 WO
37,F 0 0 ED, WO
43,F 0 ED ED, WO, FA
32,M 0 0 ED, WO, FA
S51,F 0 0 WO, FA
40,M 0 ED, FA ED, WO, FA, OT
37,M-a 0 0 ED, OT
40,F 0 ED WO, OT, WO, FA
37,M-b 0 FA, SE ED, OT, WO, FA
38, F 0 0 ED, WO, FA
46,F ED ED ED, WO, FA
63, F 0 0 WO, FA
47, M 0 SO, WO FA, WO
63, M SO 0 WO, FA
43,F 0 0 ED, WO
42,F 0 ED WO
41, F 0 0 ED, OT, WO

Source: own research

Motivations: 0 — no reason to move, FA — Family, IN — Institution, SE — Security, EC — Economic (financial)
reasons, WO — Work, ED — Education, MA — Marriage, LC — Living conditions, OT — Others

As an example of visual interpretation of time-space records in 3D graphs we
have selected three respondents of Slovak origin from Stara Pazova (Fig. 2), Backi
Petrovac (Fig. 3), and Janosik (Fig. 4). A selected group of 3 respondents repre-
sented by 1 woman and 2 men presents different types of life paths influenced by
different family backgrounds, life situations and other factors. Vertical axis in the
graphs represents the temporal dimension (time context), duration of some activity
in certain geographical contexts of one individual (expressed by other two dimen-
sions). Every interruption or diversion meant change of direction of the movement.
Time span used in the construction of 3D graphs was from 1990 until 2018. Evalu-
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ating the whole set of respondents, we can say that before the war there were no
important changes in place of living recorded, on the contrary, in the post-war peri-
od, the movements were very frequent and many of them were directed to Slo-
vakia. The life paths of three selected respondents documented by 3D graphs (Figs.
2 —4) are analysed in more detail in the following paragraphs. In the case of the
fourth respondent from Backi Petrovac (39, F), the 28-year segment of her life-path
is analyzed in more detail through a life chart (Fig. 5).

A woman, 43 years old, from Stara Pazova, was interested in studying in Slo-
vakia (Fig. 2). The war in the former Yugoslavia only hastened the decision.
Thanks to her university studies (in Bratislava), she was able to spend more time in
an au pair programme in Hersholm, Denmark (September 1998 — July 1999). Dur-
ing her studies, she regularly returned home to her birthplace, where she spent
months on vacation and in the autumn travelled back to Bratislava. After graduat-
ing from university in June 2000, she got a job in Bratislava, and since then there
have been no reasons for the decision to return to Vojvodina.

Life path of man from Backi Petrovac (60, M — a) is visualized in Fig. 3. The
reasons for immigrating to Slovakia were primarily of a private working nature.
Conflicts during the 1990s had only an indirect effect on moving away. After im-
migrating to Slovakia in January 1993, he and his family changed housing several
times during that year (Senec till February, after that Bratislava till May, Plavecky
Stvrtok by mid-October). After that they moved back to Bratislava, where they live
until now. If there were no wars and the subsequent disintegration of Yugoslavia,
he would probably remain living in Vojvodina. At present, he no longer intends to
go back.

Fig. 4 shows the life-path of man from village Janosik (37, M — b). The con-
flicts in the former Yugoslavia and the accompanying phenomena motivated him
and his parents to move to Brezno (September 1991 — June 1994). After the wars in
the 1990s, they returned to JanoSik (July 1994 — August 1998). He first attended
Slovak grammar school in Jano$ik. Then he continued his education at secondary
schools. First two years he spent in the secondary school in Kovacica (September
1996 — August 1997) and the last two years in Backi Petrovac (September 1997 —
June 2000). Then he applied to the University in Novi Sad but he did not succeed
in completing it (October 2000 — February 2003). From March till November 2003,
he served in the Serbian Army (compulsory military service) for almost one year.
Since he was unable to find a job after returning home, he decided to come to Bra-
tislava, where he continued his university education, which he completed by de-
fending his doctoral dissertation in June 2016. He is currently employed in public
administration and has a family. The only reason why they would move out of Slo-
vakia could be a “war conflict in Slovakia”.

Twenty-eight years of life-path of a 39-year-old woman from Backi Petrovac
are visualised in Fig. 5 (life chart). Conflict environments in the former Yugoslavia
had a direct impact on her decision to leave Vojvodina. This has happened after the
NATO bombing in 1999. She enrolled in the International Baptist Lay Academy in
Budapest, Hungary (study from October 1999 to February 2000). She did not plan
to go immediately to Slovakia, but first to the USA. Her decision changed after
meeting her husband. Later, they decided together to settle in Slovakia. Due to her
adventurous nature, in the past she tried to find a longer-term volunteer job in the
United Kingdom. There she spent almost half a year (from February till August
2000) in several cities — Otford, Norwich, Leeds, Glasgow, Edinburg, and London.
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Fig. 2. Life path of 43years old female from Stara Pazova

2018
2010

Fig. 3. Life path of 60 years old man from Backi Petrovac

2018

Fig. 4. Life-path of 37 years old man from Janosik
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Then she came back to Backi Petrovac as a single person (September 2000 — Sep-
tember 2001). Due to the decision to continue her education at the university, she
moved to Belgrade (October 2001 — mid-October 2003). She interrupted the cour-
ses of graphic design in the second half of October 2003, and tried to apply for a
job. For job search, she first moved to hometown and then to Novi Sad (January
2004 till mid-May 2005) and later to Bratislava (mid-May 2005). Because there
was another opportunity to stay abroad for several months, she decided to travel
abroad and stay with her husband almost half a year (April — October 2011) in
Manchester in the United Kingdom, from where they returned to Bratislava in Oc-
tober 2011. At present, they feel at home in Banska Bystrica (since mid-December
2014) and would return to Vojvodina only in the case of similar conditions that
existed during the former Yugoslavia in the 1980s.
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Fig. 5. Life chart of 39 years old female from Backi Petrovac

Analysing results of the applied mixed-methods approach using time-space rec-
ords, semi-structured interviews and simple observations we can state (similar to
Marusiak and Zlatanovi¢ 2020 in their study) that the main motivation (push fac-
tors) for the migration of Slovaks from Vojvodina to Slovakia during the 1990s
was to avoid the difficulties and hardships of war in former Yugoslavia. Later, the
difficult political and economic situation in Serbia combined with the unfavourable
life prospects of our respondents, became an important motivation for migration.
The main pull factors for choosing Slovakia included the relatively small adminis-
trative barriers, partial or complete knowledge of a language or linguistic proximi-
ty, as well as the presence of family or friendly ties in Slovakia. The improved po-
litical and economic situation in Slovakia after 1998 and later the accession to the
EU was a significant factor that influenced the widening gap between the quality of
life in Serbia and Slovakia. In addition to better material well-being, a better func-
tioning public administration and public services, a more flexible labour market
and a more transparent legal environment in Slovakia have become the motivating
factors.
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The analysis of the responses from the semi-structured interviews also shed
light on some details related to the perception of migrations to Slovakia. Because
all respondents experienced the period of war conflicts in the former Yugoslavia in
some way, they were asked: Did the conflicts in the former Yugoslavia have a di-
rect impact on your decision to move out from Vojvodina? Twelve persons (more
than one third) pointed out that the conflict had directly affected their decision to
move. People in fragile and conflict-affected country feel that emigration will pro-
vide greater security and enable a higher quality of life. Thirty-nine years old fe-
male stated: “After the war, the situation in Serbia remained difficult and it was
impossible to think about a better future. I planned to leave her permanently since
the war ended, since 1999.” The response of forty-five years old male was: “At that
first moment, it influenced my decision to go to study abroad.” and the answer of
the 54-year-old man was: “Yes, because of the situation there. It was chaos ...”.
Events that occurred on the territory of former Yugoslavia have influenced migra-
tion to Slovakia. For 22 persons it was the major reason. Often mentioned reasons
were: to avoid potential conflict in the future, get a better job, education or to help
family members.

To the question: “Have you already had someone in Slovakia who helped you
with your arrival?”, the vast majority of interviewed (almost three fourths) said that
they found jobs, accommodation or solved other problems through siblings, family,
relatives, friends or local church (in one case). Only more than one fourth of re-
spondents, said that at the time they came to Slovakia no one had helped them.

In response to the question “Did you face any problems after arrival to Slo-
vakia?” more than two thirds of interviewees said that they have had problems.
Some of these troubles pertain to daily matters. Of the issues they mentioned, it is
worth mentioning what has also appeared in the studies Zlatanovi¢ and Marusiak
(2017) and Marusiak and Zlatanovi¢ (2020): adaptation to the Slovak society, new
environment, way of life, language pitfalls which caused unpleasant situation in
communication, bureaucracy at the Foreign Police or the problems with colleagues.
We give some examples: “I had problems with the authorities, who could not un-
derstand how I can be Slovak when I was born in Serbia, they called me Serbian
and were not willing to help.” (Female, 39), “Exaggerated bureaucracy at offices
and fear of some Slovak citizens of foreigners.” (Female, 37).

One of the other questions focused on the relationship of Slovaks from Vojvodi-
na with the inhabitants of Slovakia was: “How do you assess the behaviour of the
Slovak population towards you? (What kind of opinion they have about you)?”
Majority of our respondents had positive opinion on behaviour of Slovaks towards
Slovaks from Vojvodina, only small part of them have mentioned bad experiences
after coming to Slovakia. In the eyes of foreign Slovaks, population of Slovakia is
friendly, especially when they overcome their first fear or initial suspicions about
somebody different. They are willing to help, but many of them know very little
about the Slovaks from Vojvodina. (“We, the foreign Slovaks are largely irritated
by the fact that Slovaks in Slovakia know very little or nothing at all about expatri-
ate communities.”— 40 years old female).

In the semi-structured interviews, our respondents also characterized their per-
ception of relations with the people of Slovakia. The most frequent answers to this
question were that generally they recognise their relationship with domicile Slovak
residents as friendly and positive. In several answers, the respondents expressed
their experience, which says that Slovaks are also narrow-minded, racists are
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among them, they have problems with foreigners and also that their mentality is
different.

Last question in our interview was: What reasons would influence your deci-
sion to return to Vojvodina? The most serious reasons for returning could be if one
of the relatives would need help or economic support. Most respondents did not
plan to return to Vojvodina. Some of them mentioned that the reasons for their re-
turn to their country of birth could be “spiritual calling”, retirement, good job and
financial security in Serbia, or maybe a war in Slovakia or if Slovakia should de-
port them.

The analysis of the spatio-temporal records of our respondents between 1990
and 2018 showed a relatively large variability between the patterns of spatio-
temporal behaviour. In the first years, trajectories with a wider spatial extent pre-
vailed; later migration routes were limited to the movement within Slovakia and its
neighbours and between localities in the new homeland Slovakia and the localities
in Vojvodina.

To some extent in line with the results of the Marusiak and Zlatanovi¢ surveys,
respondents in our research stated that leaving for Slovakia means a solution to
their individual safety and prosperity. “Slovakia is thus becoming a safe country
for the members of this migrant group, given the situation in which they found
themselves in their country of origin” (Marusiak and Zlatanovi¢ (2020, p. 156).

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

In the future, the diasporas of Slovaks as well as diasporas in other Central and
Eastern European nations in several developed countries may cause some return
migration. Judging from the magnitude of this phenomenon in recent years,
Kupiszewski et al. (2013) assume that these flows will be rather limited in size,
because the ethnic factor of international migration within Europe is going to con-
siderably decrease in significance.

Our findings identified some attitudes of respondents towards emigration. At
the time of decision, they would preferably migrate anywhere outside Serbia, most-
ly to Slovakia but not outside Europe. This could be explained by the overall bad
socio-economic situation in Serbia and also by their limited migration experiences
and residencies abroad. Slovakia is the country to which they feel close, the official
language is their mother language, some of them studied in Slovakia and some of
them hold Slovak citizenship. According to the respondents, migration to Slovakia
brought some negatives, such as adaptation to the Slovak society, new environ-
ment, way of life, language pitfalls which caused an unpleasant situation in com-
munication, bureaucracy at the Foreign Police or the problems with colleagues.

The results of our survey are in line with the concluding remarks of research
published by Marusiak and Zlatanovi¢ (2020, p. 155). ,,The migration of Vojvodi-
na Slovaks to Slovakia is perceived also as a security issue from several aspects —
from the point of view of individual security as well as from the point of view of
the security of Serbia as a country of origin and of Slovakia which ceases to be on-
ly an “external homeland” for a great part of the community members, as it is also
their country of destination and is becoming their new homeland®.

Wars in former Yugoslavia had long term effects not only on the populations in
the conflict zones, but also on populations beyond these territories. Significant part
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of the post-conflict geographical research is focused on the political, social and
economic consequences of wars (Uher 2018). In this paper a special attention was
given to selected behavioural geographical aspects. The long-term impacts of the
wars in former Yugoslavia are not entirely clear, but our behavioural geographical
research shows that there are certain differences between the motivations and life
paths of Serbs from non-Serbian republics of the former Yugoslavia (see Uher and
Ira 2019), the motivations and life-paths of Bosniaks (Uher and Ira 2021) and in-
habitants from Vojvodina of Slovak origin. Patterns of post-war spatio-temporal
behaviour of Slovaks from Vojvodina are largely influenced by their origin and the
emerging type of new relations with the country of their ancestors. It can be stated
that part of the migration of the Vojvodina’s Slovaks has the nature of “re-
emigrations”.

The time-space records (time-space activity diaries) have proven to be an effec-
tive instrument for a sensible analysis of life-paths of individuals. The detailed life
chart provided an information not only on challenging but also on stressful life
events. These techniques enabled to recall and discuss difficult situations and
stressful events in order to obtain a comprehensive picture of the entire life situa-
tion of a small sample of Slovaks from Vojvodina who currently live in Slovakia.

The role of the time-geographic techniques to understand time-space processes
and to track individual’s existence in the time-space emerges again in various (and
in some cases new) contexts. Individuals are entering new situations and may expe-
rience social and perceptual unease and stress, which can be felt differently in spe-
cific population groups (ethnic minorities, threatened persons, economically vul-
nerable population, and so on). Therefore, several time-geographic concepts seem
to gain new qualities, significance and meaning (Klapka et al. 2020).

This work was supported by the Scientific Grant Agency VEGA (grant number
2/0024/21). The authors would like to thank Dr D. Szatmari from the Institute of
Geography, SAS for his helpful advices on visualization issues (Figs. 2 —4) in this
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MIGRACNE BIOGRAFIE SLOVAKOV Z VOJVODINY
PO ROKU 1990 Z POHLCADU GEOGRAFIE CASU

Zivotna historia migrantov, ktorych Zivotné cesty boli ovplyvnené vyznamnymi politic-
kymi a spolo¢enskymi udalost’ami, je jednym z prvoradych zdujmov humannej geografie a
d’alsich spolocenskych a humanitnych vied. Ciel'om tohto prispevku je ilustrovat’, ako moze
byt geografia Casu vyuzita pri identifikacii vzorcov spravania jednotlivcov vo vzt'ahu
k ur¢itym situdciam v Case a priestore (mieste). Vyskum sa uskutoc¢nil na malej vzorke voj-
vodinskych Slovakov (n = 34, 19 Zien a 15 muzov), ktori v sicasnosti byvaju na Slovensku.
Ide o potomkov Slovakov, ktori sa z izemia byvalého Horného Uhorska prestahovali pred
viac ako dva a pol storo¢iami na Dolni zem do Vojvodiny. Pri zostavovani 3D zivotnych
drah (life-paths) a zivotnych map (life charts) sa pouzili data ziskané z rozhovorov a ¢asovo
-priestorovych zaznamov ich ¢innosti. Pristup, ktory sa pouziva v geografii ¢asu, zabezpe-
¢uje urcité mnozstvo informacii umoznujicich vytvarat §irsi obraz o zivote ¢loveka s cie-
Pom identifikovat’ aj jeho socialne, ekonomické a behavioralne aspekty (vratane motivacie
migrovat’). V naSej $tudii ide o osoby, ktoré zazili vojnovy konflikt v byvalej Juhoslavii
a nasledne boli ovplyvnené mnozZstvom politickych, pravnych, socidlnych a ekonomickych
zmien. Zistenia z vyskumu ukazuji, Ze tento druh ,;schém Casti zivotného cyklu“ pontuka
komplexny a Struktirovany obraz. Podrobne sa opisuju zmeny v Zivotnych situaciach
v jednotlivych casovych obdobiach, kde geografické poloha (miesto) slizi ako dolezita
,,Z1votna stanica“.

Ako priklad vizualnej interpretacie casovo-priestorovych zaznamov dennikov v 3D gra-
foch sme vybrali troch respondentov slovenského povodu zo Starej Pazovy (obr. 2), Ba¢-
skeho Petrovca (obr. 3) a JanoS$ika (obr. 4). Vybrana skupina troch respondentov, zastupena
jednou Zenou a dvoma muzmi, predstavuje rozne typy zivotnych ciest ovplyvnenych rozlic-
nym prostredim, rdznymi zivotnymi situaciami a d’al§imi faktormi. Vertikdlna os v grafoch
predstavuje ¢asovi dimenziu (Casovy kontext). Uréité cinnosti ¢loveka sa odohravaju
v konkrétnych geografickych kontextoch (vyjadrené dal$imi dvoma dimenziami). Kazdé
prerusenie alebo odklon znamenalo zmenu smeru pohybu. Casové rozpatie analyzy pouZitej
pri konstrukcii 3D grafov bolo od roku 1990 do roku 2018. Pri hodnoteni celého suboru
respondentov mozno konstatovat’, ze pred vojnou neboli zaznamenané ziadne vyznamné
zmeny v mieste zivota, nagpak v povojnovom obdobi boli pohyby vel'mi ¢asté a vel'a z nich
smerovalo na Slovensko. Zivotné drahy troch vybranych respondentov st v ¢lanku podrob-
nejsie analyzované a graficky dokumentované 3D grafmi (obr. 2 — 4). V pripade Stvrtej
respondentky z Baéskeho Petrovca (obr. 5) je 28-ro¢ny segment jej zivotnej drahy podrob-
nejSie analyzovany aj prostrednictvom tzv. zivotnej mapy (life chart).

Vzorce ¢asovo-priestorového spravania vojvodinskych Slovakov po roku 1990 (v sucas-
nosti byvajucich na Gzemi Slovenska) si do znacnej miery ovplyvnené ich pévodom a
vznikajucim typom novych vztahov s krajinou ich predkov. Mozno konstatovat, Ze cast
migracie vojvodinskych Slovakov ma povahu ,,reemigracii“. Medzi motivaénymi dévodmi
na dlhodoby alebo trvaly pobyt na Slovensku vo vicSine pripadov méZeme najst’ bud’ po-
kracovanie vo vysokoskolskom Stidiu, alebo hl'adanie zamestnania, ktoré im dava ovela
lepsie finanéné prilezitosti. Motivaciu migrovat’ ovplyvnili aj bezpe¢nostné obavy na zakla-
de skusenosti, najmé pocas najtvrdsich vojenskych zasahov v rokoch 1991 — 1995 (tab. 1).
Slovenski migranti z Vojvodiny mézu byt vyznamnym socialno-kultirnym, obc¢iansko-
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politickym a ekonomickym prinosom pre Slovensko a mozu prispiet’ aj k urcitym zmenam
v ich komunitach v regione ich pévodu vo Vojvodine.

Zéaznamy Casovo-priestorovych aktivit sa ukazali ako efektivny ndstroj pre zmysluplni
analyzu zivotnych drah jednotlivcov. Zivotné mapy poskytli informacie nielen o naroénych,
ale Casto aj o stresujucich zivotnych udalostiach. Tieto techniky umoznili ziskat’ komplexny
obraz za dvadsatosemroc¢né obdobie. Metody geografie Casu, ktoré umoziuju pochopit’
Casovo-priestorové procesy a sledovat’ existenciu jednotlivca v ¢asopriestore, sa znovu ob-
javuju v roéznych a v niektorych pripadoch aj novych kontextoch. Jednotlivei vstupuju do
novych situacii a mozu ich vnimat nielen osobne, ale aj v kontextu skisenosti v uréitych
skupinach obyvatel'stva (etnické mensiny, ohrozené osoby, ekonomicky zranite'né obyva-
tel'stvo atd’.). Ukazuje sa, ze niektoré koncepty geografie ¢asu nadobudaju nové kvality,
dolezitost’ a vyznam.
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